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My Brother Sir Knights,
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I would like to announce that Sir Knight Bob Turgeon from Assembly # 1064 has won
the drawing for Honour the Honour Guard for the period 1 Jul—31 Dec 2017 and I will be
sending out a cheque for $125.00 to be presented to him. Remember every six months I
make a draw and the winner receives a cheque for $125.00. The periods are 1 Jan– 30
Jun and 1 Jul—31 Dec. If you participate in an Honour Guard, make sure your name
gets forwarded to me for inclusion in the draws.

Assembly # 1069, 1904, 1914 & 2755 have not yet sent me a copy of their Audit. Please forward to me
ASAP.
The Fraternal Survey is due the 30th of January to Supreme. Don’t forget to send me a copy as well.
There will be an Exemplification in Moose Jaw on 03 March 2018. For more information check the District
Web Site www.sask4th.ca. I am waiting to hear of a possible Exemplification in Regina in February but I do
not yet have a date. Check the web site for updates on dates and locations of upcoming Exemplifications. If
any Assemblies are thinking about hosting an Exemplification, remember you do not have to have a banquet following the Exemplification. You only require some social time so Certificates can be handed out to
the new members and some remarks can be made. You can even hold the Exemplification one Evening
during the week if that is what you want to do. If you are thinking about hosting an Exemplification, contact
me so we can discuss dates and location.
Supreme has extended the date to 30 June 2019 for the wearing of the old Regalia. Right now after that
date only the new Uniform may be worn on Honour Guards. I have received a number of Resolutions regarding the New Uniform and these will be discussed at the District Assembly Meeting to be held on Saturday 17 March 2018 in Moose Jaw. I will be sending out details of the meeting along with the proposed
Agenda in the near future. If anyone has any items for the Agenda, they should send them to me soonest.
For anyone considering joining the 4th Degree, remember you no longer require a Tuxedo. You go through
the Exemplification in a dark suit (Black preferred), white shirt and a regular tie. After you are a member,
you can attend regular functions in your suit. Should you decide you wish to be part of the Honour Guard,
you can purchase your uniform at that time.
Vivat Jesus,
Pat Meuse MMM CD PGK PFN
Master, District of Saskatchewan
Simon Fraser Province
PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS NEWSLETTER IS FOR ALL MEMBERS OF THE FOURTH DEGRE, THEREFORE, IT
IS VERY IMPORTANT THAT THIS NEWSLETTER BE DISTRIBUTED OR SENT TO AS MANY OF YOUR MEMBERS AS POSSIBLE.

Editor—Pat Meuse
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New Uniform for 4th Degree Honor Guard Members
Definition of change,

modify, transform, alteration, adapt, conversion, variation

When I first joined the Royal Canadian Mounted Police in 1974, changes were afoot as females were
being accepted into the Force as were married personnel. I was the third married member in the history of the force to answer the call to defend Canadians and uphold the law. If this change had not
happened, I would never have been able to join.
The working uniform was long blue trousers, shirt, tie and brown tunic in the summer. In the winter
the brown tunic was replaced with a black melton pea coat. The pea coat was a cold miserable answer to our winter climate.
I was one of 5 members in Canada to be part of a pilot project. It was on our recommendations that
the brown tunic be replaced with a windbreaker type patrol jacket. The dysfunctional winter pea
coat was replaced with a functional warm storm coat addressing the needs and comfort of the members. Later a side zipper was added so that a member could have better access to his/her sidearm.
The .38 Smith and Wesson 6 shot revolver was replaced with a 9 mm pistol with a capacity of 15
rounds, night sights and a secure holster which increased the members safety.
I purchased my own body armour and shortly after that, the Force recognized this extra level of safety for members. Initially it was felt that there may be a public outcry so the members wore their
shirts over the body armour.
There have been many additions to the members kit and uniform such as pepper spray, tazer guns,
collapsible steel batons and extra pouches for additional ammunition.
Over the years, there have been several additions and changes to the uniform. Today you will notice
that members are now wearing the body armour over their shirt. The gun belts are not hiding anything as everything is in full view with a weight of approximately 25 lbs today as opposed to about 5
lbs when I first joined.
I was never asked if I agreed with any of the changes over the years, females in the force, uniform,
weapons, protective uniform or whatever. Granted it was all issued at no cost and benefit to the
members.
I guess, if I didn't like not being asked my opinion on the new uniform, innovations and technology
over many years that was put at my disposal then I could have just quit and never served Canada for
27 1/2 years and stood my ground and said I wasn't going to accept change.
How sad would our world be if there were no changes in our lives? Change is happening all around
us every day. There isn't one person who has not accepted change in their lives. I challenge anyone
to say that they don't accept and live with and even look forward to changes in their lives. Try saying
change without new and new without change. Did changes alter who I was or what I felt was important in life, not even close.
I am extremely proud to be accepted by my Brother Sir Knights and also very proud to be a member
of the Honor Guard and serve our Church in a way that epitomizes my faith. I converted to the Catholic Faith when Liz and I were first married and I can't imagine our lives without the Catholic faith
and being a proud member of the Honor Guard. For us they are one. I could not imagine being without either.
We are all individuals and I respect everyone's level of commitment to our faith and our Church. I
hope and pray that we all have the courage to look deep within our souls and to make up our own
minds as to how strong that commitment is and also being true to our hearts.
Is change new, not at all. Is change bad, not at all. Is change good, can be. Is change part of growing, of course it is.
What I wear will never change who I am as I will always have dignity, honor, honesty, integrity and
loyalty in my faith and service to my church.
Your forever Knight,
Sir Knight Kerry Swallow
Marshall, North District
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Honor Guard for Funeral for
Emile Robin, long time 3rd
Degree at Leask, Sk

Remembrance Day Honor
Guard-Prince Albert

Shellbrook Funeral

Remembrance Day Shellbrook

Honour Guard for
Br. Lawrence Willick, in Marcelin

Swift Current Honour Guard

January 2018

Honor Guard Christ the King
Mass Shellbrook
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Installation Assembly #2755

Blessing of Holy Trinity Catholic School, Warman
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Funeral for S.K. Dave
Radchuk ---- Shellbrook

Honor Guard for Funeral of Sir
Knight Frank Ruszkowski

Presentation of Star Assembly
Award to Dr J M Hourigan Assembly # 1960 Moose Jaw

Presentation of Star Assembly
Award to Father Francis
Wandler Assembly # 1652

